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KUTZTOWN UNIVERSITY
Minutes of the University Senate
Room 223, McFarland Student Union Building
Thursday, October 2, 2008
M. Sanelli called the meeting to order at 4:05 p.m.
Present: Andrew Arnold, Len Barish, Bobbie Berry, Kate Clair, James Delle, Camille DeMarco,
Samantha Dennis, William Donner, Jack Entriken, Diane Fegely, Sudarshan Fernando, Todd Folk,
Mitch Freed, James Hall, Jo Cohen Hamilton, Gregory Hanson, Roger Hibbs, Ted Hickman (VicePresident), Will Jefferson, Inmi Lee, JoAnn Mackesy, Mark Mahosky, Susan Mangold, Robert Martin,
John McAndrew, James McNiff, George Muugi, Sylvia Pham, Ilene Prokup, John Riley, Chris Sacchi,
Maria Sanelli (President), Steve Schnell, Joo Tan, Heather Thomas, Carlos Vargas-Aburto, Anke Walz
(Secretary), and Carole Wells.
Absent: Ed Christian, Dennis Dietrich, Lorri Engstrom, Kathleen Hartman, James Hvidding, Joe
Lippincott, Keith Logan, Charles Roth, Trucilla Sabatino, David Wagaman, and Barth Yeboah.
Also in Attendance: Janice Chernekoff, Kevin McCloskey, Steve Oross, Randy Schaeffer, Patricia
Walsh-Coates, and Anne Zayaitz.
I.

Announcements
K. Clair who is chairing the upcoming SECA Campaign asked the senators to call for volunteers
in their departments. Anyone who is interested should contact K. Clair directly.
M. Sanelli reminded the senators of the rules governing the debate during the meetings, aka
Robert’s Rules of Order. During reports, senators are encouraged to ask questions but should
refrain from offering opinions and comments. If there is a motion on the floor or if a topic is
listed under Old and New Business, comments and debate may take place.

II.

Approval of the Agenda
J. Hall moved, L. Barish seconded, to approve the agenda. Motion passed.

III.

Approval of the Minutes
I. Prokup moved, J. Riley seconded, to approve the minutes of the September 4, 2008 meeting.
M. Sanelli noted two corrections on page 2; section B, paragraph 3, last sentence, that “IN”
should be changed to “In”. Under the same section, the last paragraph, “issues they may arise”
should be changed to “issues that may arise”. The minutes were approved as amended.

IV.

President, Committee and Task Force Reports
A.

Senate President’s Report
i. During a recent meeting with other PASSHE Senate Presidents in Harrisburg, M. Sanelli
had her first encounter with the new PASSHE Chancellor John Cavanaugh. When asked
why professors should remain working within the PASSHE system, Chancellor Cavanaugh
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described five initiatives that he would like to see occur in the next few years: 1) maintain
and strengthen the quality of education, 2) continue to serve the first generation students, 3)
respond to the needs of the region, 4) create an environment that will encourage all faculty
to think outside of traditional disciplines to explore creative projects, and 5) the creation of
new partnerships/programs in collaboration with surrounding institutions.
ii. The General Education Process Task Force consists of the following individuals: Dr.
James Delle (Senate Representative and Chair), Dr. Paul Sable (Senate Representative), Dr.
Paul Quinn (APSCUF Representative), Professor Randy Schaeffer and Dr. Debra Lynch
(University Curriculum Committee Representatives), and Dr. Carole Wells and Dean
Bashar Hanna (Administration Representatives). The committee is charged to determine a
General Education Process and will report to Senate in November.
B.

Committee on Committees Report
i. The Committee on Committee held its first meeting of the semester on 9/18/2008. On
behalf of the committee, T. Hickman asked the senators to approve the following
committee appointments:
Center for the Enhancement of Teaching Advisory Board:
Ted Hickman – SSHE Summer Teaching Academy Graduate (1-year term)
Grade Appeal Board:
George Muugi – Graduate Studies Representative
Undergraduate Exceptions Committee:
Norman Sigmund – College of Business Representative
University Judiciary Committee:
Alta Hart – Professional Staff/Administrative Staff Representative
Senate approved these appointments by acclamation.

C.

SRI/IDEAS Report
J. Riley (Chair) distributed handouts and reported on the status of the task force (which was
charged with finding a more efficient and modern instrument to replace the SRI currently
in use at KU). This committee had identified the IDEAS instrument as a possible
alternative and proposed to conduct a Pilot Program in the Spring semester 2009. Some of
the advantages of using IDEAS instrument are: 1) the instrument is diagnostic and focuses
on the improvement of instruction, 2) the flexible format allows for different realizations
(e.g. an instructor can ask up to 20 questions specifically tailored to a course,) 3) the data is
comparable to over 230 comparable universities, and 4) the current SRI was drafted in
1976 (some of the forms still say “Kutztown State College” on the top.) IDEAS also offer a
version that is suitable for on-line courses.
S. Oross added that IDEAS would cost the university approximately $13,000.00 per year.
In response to a question on the logistics of the instrument he informed the senators that the
expected turnaround time for processing the responses to the questionnaire is about two
weeks
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It was further noted that before a possible adoption of the IDEAS instrument could be
finalized, all the components of the university’s governance structure (including APSCUF)
would have to agree to it.
T. Hickman made the following motion, seconded by K. Clair:
The University Senate endorses the Pilot Study.
The motion passed with one noted abstention (Dr. C. Vargas).
D.

Environmental Task Force Report
C. Sacchi (Chair) reported on the status of the Task Force which was formed in 2007 to
respond to environmental issues that are affecting our campus, such as conservation of
energy, food waste, recycling, and landscaping issues.
Before the Task Force was formed, Noresco Company (an environmental consultant) was
hired to give recommendations regarding the dormitories. The Environmental Task Force
continues its attempts to identify ways in which the university can decrease its impact on
the environment.

E.

Office of Assessment Report
S. Oross (Interim Director of the Office of Assessment) provided both a handout and a
verbal report. As a response to the Middle States Accreditation report, the office is focusing
its efforts on 5 major points: 1) Coordination, 2) Consultation, 3) Communication, 4)
Calculation, and 5) Cultivation of Culture. Utilizing institutional and assessment data, the
office is developing a plan to assist the colleges, departments, programs, in their efforts to
improve student learning. The office is currently developing a website that will provide
basic information and highlight assessment efforts. A third Assessment Symposium will
also be held in March. In the meantime the Office of Assessment is available to address any
questions or concerns dealing with assessment.
The university is planning on hiring a permanent Director for the Office of Assessment at a
later date. Currently, S. Oross (faculty member) is given 6 hours of reassigned time to fill
this position.

V.

Old Business
None at this time.

VI.

New Business
A.

Senate Officer Nomination Process
The Nomination Committee consists of John Riley (Chair), Andrew Arnold, and Steven
Schnell. Elections need to be held for two of the University Senate offices: President and
Secretary. The President is a two-year term and the Secretary is a one-year term. All
nomination forms need to be returned to the University Senate Office, OM 121A, by
November 14th. The election will be held at the December Senate meeting.

VII.

Adjournment
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L. Barish made a motion to adjourn the meeting, seconded by R. Martin. The motion passed and
the meeting was adjourned at 5:35 p.m.
Signed:
___________________________________
Dr. Maria Sanelli, President

___________________________________
Dr. Anke Walz, Secretary

10-31-08
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